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ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-16 ISO-OO EB-11 L-03 RSC-01 DRC-01 /033 W 

044645 

R 261959Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1487 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 1671 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: EIND CO 

SUBJ: COLOMBIAN DECISION ABROGATING SPECIFIC PATENT APPLICATION 
REF: A. STATE 18846; B. BOGOTA 1645 

1. PARA ONE REFTEL (A) INCORRECTLY INTERPRETS ADVISORY OPINION 
OF STATE COUNCIL DATED NOV 22, 73. ADVISORY OPINION HELD THAT 
PRIOR FILING OF A PATENT ABROAD DESTROYED THE NOVELTY OF THE 
INVENTION AND THEREFORE MADE IT UNPATENTABLE IN COLOMBIA. IT 
ALSO HELD THAT THE INVENTION SHOULD BE REGISTERED AS A CONFIR- 
MATION OF A PATENT ALREADY REGISTERED ABROAD. THE OPINION DID 
NOT REVISE OR ALTER INTERPRETATION OF EXISTING COLOMBIAN LAW. 

2. ADVISORY OPINION OF 1 1/22/73 WAS BASED ON MANY CONSIDERATIONS 
INCLUDING FACT THAT PATENT APPLICATION WAS FILED IN 1968 UNDER 
PATENT LAW OF 1925, BUT WAS ANNULLED IN 1971 UNDER NEW LAW OF 
1971. 

3. ADVISORY OPINION IS UNKNOWN OUTSIDE PATENT OFFICE AND HAS 
SIGNIFICANCE ONLY FOR THIS SPECIFIC PATENT APPLICATION OF 
FIBER INDUSTRIES INC. FOR DETAILS OF INTERPRETATION DEPT SHOULD 
CONTACT FIBER INDUSTRIES FOR RESOLUTION OF SUPERINTENDENCY 

OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY DATED 7 DEC 1971 WHICH WAS REAFFIRMED 
BY ADVISORY OPINION, AND ANALYSIS OF FIBER INDUSTRIES' LEGAL 
ADVISORS. 

4. EMB POUCHING COPY OF ADVISORY OPINION AND TRANSLATION OF 
RELEVANT PORTIONS OF 1971 PATENT LAW, INTERPRETATION OF WHICH 
REMAINS UNCHANGED. 
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